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Public Health Code 

County health department 
§333.2413 
 
Except when a district health department is 
formed, the local governing entity of a 
county (i.e., county board of commissioners) 
shall provide for a county health 
department.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
§ 333.2428 Local health officer; appointment; qualifications; powers and duties.

(1) A local health department shall have a full-time local health officer appointed by the local governing entity or in case of a district health department by the district board of health. The local health officer shall possess professional qualifications for administration of a local health department as prescribed by the department.

(2) The local health officer shall act as the administrative officer of the board of health and local health department and may take actions and make determinations necessary or appropriate to carry out the local health department's functions under this part or functions delegated under this part and to protect the public health and prevent disease.



Public Health Code 

Creation of district health department 
§333.2415 
 

Two or more counties . . . by a majority vote of 
each local governing entity and with approval of 
MDCH, may unite to create a district health 
department.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The district board of health shall be composed of 2 members from each county board of commissioners. With the consent of the local governing entities affected, a county may have a greater number of representatives.

The amendment of district health department sanitary code regulations must be approved by the county board of commissioners of each county comprising the district, even though the amended regulation may apply to or affect only one of the counties in the district. Op Atty Gen, December 16, 1983, No. 6196

District health department, established under former § 327.207 might be discontinued by resolution of district board of health. Op Atty Gen, June 28, 1949, No. 984



Public Health Code 

Local health officer appointment 
§333.2428 
 
A local health department shall have a full-
time local health officer appointed by the 
local governing entity (e.g., county board of 
commissioners) or in case of a district health 
department by the district board of health.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
§ 333.2428 Local health officer; appointment; qualifications; powers and duties.

(1) A local health department shall have a full-time local health officer appointed by the local governing entity or in case of a district health department by the district board of health. The local health officer shall possess professional qualifications for administration of a local health department as prescribed by the department.

(2) The local health officer shall act as the administrative officer of the board of health and local health department and may take actions and make determinations necessary or appropriate to carry out the local health department's functions under this part or functions delegated under this part and to protect the public health and prevent disease.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Create two new county health departments




District Health Department 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
appoints health officer



Intergovernmetal agreements 
Urban Cooperation Act §§124.502, 124.505  
 

Permits the “joint exercise of powers” between a 
“public agency” and any other public agency in 
Michigan, other states, Canadian and U.S. public 
agencies. 
 

Interlocal agreement to describe purpose, duration, 
organization and composition of administrative 
entity, manner of financial support, manner of 
funding distribution, the adjudication of disputes, etc. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
"Public agency" includes a political subdivision of Michigan or of another state of the United States or of Canada, including, but not limited to, a state government; a county, city, village, township, charter township, school district, single or multipurpose special district, or single or multipurpose public authority; a provincial government, metropolitan government, borough, or other political subdivision of Canada; an agency of the United States
government; or a similar entity of any other states of the United States and of Canada.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Expand 2 health departments by 1 county
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Sharing public health services 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Contract for all services with another health department or health departments.

Contracting entity? County or District Board of Health?




Public Health Code 
Employment of personnel; consolidation of 
functions §333.2419 
 

Two or more local governing entities may: 
 

Contract for the employment of personnel or 
the consolidation of functions of their local 
health departments  
 

The plan is to be approved by MDCH 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
§ 333.2406.  Definitions; L.��Sec. 2406.   "Local governing entity" means:
     (a) In case of a single county health department, the county board of commissioners.
     (b) In case of a district health department, the county boards of commissioners of the counties comprising the district.
     (c) In case of a district health department which includes a single city health department, the county boards of commissioners of the counties comprising the district and the mayor and city council of the city.
     (d) In case of a single city health department, the mayor and city council of the city.
     (e) In the case of a local health department serving a county within which a single city health department has been created pursuant to section 2422, the county board of commissioners elected from the districts served by the county health department.




Public Health Code 
Local health department; additional powers 
§333.2435 
 

A local health department may: 
 

Enter into an agreement, contract, or 
arrangement with a governmental entity or 
other person necessary or appropriate to 
assist the local health department in carrying out 
its duties and functions unless otherwise 
prohibited by law 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Memorandum of understanding



Public Health Code 
Intergovernmental contracts; existing contracts 
not affected §333.2448 
 

A city, county, district, or part thereof may enter 
into an intergovernmental contract necessary or 
appropriate to the reorganization, assumption, or 
relinquishing of a health jurisdiction or function 
authorized by this part.  
 

The contract shall provide that an employee 
transferred shall not lose any benefit or right as a 
result of the transfer. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This section does not affect existing contracts between cities and counties for the provision of health services.




Framing legal questions 
1) Determine desired public health outcome. 
2) Determine the preferred pathway to achieve 

the outcome, or alternative  pathways. 
3) Frame your legal question by asking: 
“How can we best accomplish X [the 
desired public health outcome] by Y [the 
preferred pathway] given our authority 
under the law?” 
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